Principles Governing the Sentencing of Corporate Crimes in
the Iranian Legal System

Amin Nikoomanzari*
Ph.D. in Criminal law and criminology, Faculty of Law, Shahid Beheshti University,
Tehran, Iran.

Mohammad Hossein Bideshki
M.A. in Criminal law and criminology, Faculty of Crime Prevention and
Correctional Rehabilitation, University of Judicial Sciences and Administrative
Services , Tehran, Iran.

Hamidreza Maarefi Zanjani Asl
M.A. in Criminal law and criminology, Faculty of Crime Prevention and
Correctional Rehabilitation, University of Judicial Sciences and Administrative
Services, Tehran, Iran.

Abstract

Corporate crimes, as a modern form of white-collar crimes, have become one of the
significant challenges for criminal justice systems worldwide. In the Iranian legal
system, the approach towards these crimes involves the use of traditional sentencing
principles such as individualization of punishment, personal liability, and
proportionality between crime and punishment. However, due to the insufficient
familiarity of the Iranian legal framework with the concept of corporate crime and
its consequences, the application of modern sentencing principles has received little
attention. As a result, the pursuit and punishment of corporate offenders are largely
based on traditional sentencing principles. This paper, through an analytical and
descriptive approach and by utilizing library resources, examines corporate crimes
within the context of traditional punishment principles. The analysis indicates that
traditional principles governing crime and punishment fail to provide adequate
guidance for legislators during the law-making process. Therefore, legislators need
modern principles to guide policy-making in this domain. The incorporation of
modern sentencing principles into laws not only better serves societal interests and
enhances security in economic matters but also paves the way to prevent widespread
harm to the public and ease the burden on the judicial system.
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