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Abstract
This study investigates the interplay between the education system and the criminal justice
system by examining incarcerated fathers’ participation in their children’s educational processes,
drawing on their lived experiences. The research adopts a phenomenological approach, focusing
on incarcerated men in Qazvin Province with children in elementary school, alongside the
children’s mothers and teachers. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews with 11
fathers, 11 mothers, and 11 teachers, and analyzed using Colaizzi’s seven-step method.

Findings reveal that incarcerated fathers are eager to engage in their children’s education and
exhibit a strong positive attitude toward greater involvement. Social learning theory suggests this
enthusiasm could model positive educational values for their children. In contrast, schools
generally lack tailored policies for these children, despite having frameworks for diverse student
needs; only rare exceptions address their unique circumstances. Social response theory indicates
that this oversight may inadvertently lead to labeling and inappropriate treatment of these
students. Mothers, while realistic in their expectations, are reluctant to support fathers’
interactions with their children. Preferential association theory posits that facilitating such
engagement could enhance fathers’ attitudes and behaviors, reinforce their paternal roles, and
boost their children’s academic outcomes.

Interviews across all three groups underscore the need to revise criminal justice laws and
rethink the goals, structures, and regulations of the education system to better support these
families.
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