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Abstract
Under Articles 85 and 138 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
Chairman of the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Parliament) oversees the Cabinet’s
regulatory approvals, ensuring their compliance with the law and upholding the
principle of the rule of law. To support this role, the 1989 Law on the
Implementation of Articles 85 and 138 established the Committee for Assessing
Government Approvals’ Legal Compatibility. This study, using a descriptive-
analytical approach, addresses the question: What are the effects of the Chairman’s
oversight of the Cabinet’s regulatory actions?

The findings suggest that, although legislative transparency and sound regulation
are not explicitly enshrined in the Constitution, their underpinnings are implicit
within its framework, reflecting their recognition in Iran’s legal system. The
Chairman’s oversight significantly enhances legal clarity and promotes well-crafted
regulations. Given the risk of regulatory overreach by the government, a
multilayered oversight mechanism involving multiple bodies strengthens Iran’s legal
framework. Accordingly, this study recommends retaining the Chairman’s role
alongside the Administrative Justice Court’s judicial review. This dual
parliamentary-judicial approach can curb potential authoritarian tendencies in
government.

The rule of law and the protection of citizens’ rights require ongoing scrutiny of
regulations, beyond formal legal challenges or lawsuits. A robust, multidimensional
system—combining parliamentary oversight with judicial review—ensures the
government’s regulatory actions align with legal principles.
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